
Nyack Parks Commission Minutes July/August 2019 
Meeting Held on August 27, 2019 

Meeting Minutes taken by Jim Willcox 
 
 
Park Commissioners present: 
Jim Willcox 
Bert Hughes 
JC Brotherhood 
Marie Lorenzini, Village Board Parks Liaison 
 
7:00 PM Meeting Starts 
 
Parks Commission Reports to the Village Board. There has been a request that absent a 
Parks Commissioner attending a Village Board meeting, that the Commission provide 
the Village Board with a report of ongoing activities that need to be discussed. The 
Commission agreed to submit said report to the Village Administrator a day prior to the 
second scheduled Village Board meeting each month, or prior to the first meeting if 
more immediate discussion or action is required. 
 
Village of Nyack Website Update. The Village is updating its website, the Park 
Commission will submit some materials for Memorial Park and the marina for inclusion. 
 
Memorial Bench at the Skate Plaza in Memorial Park. A request was made to the 
Village Board that a group be allowed to purchase and install a bench in the skate plaza 
in Memorial Park in honor of Robert Andrews. Robert Andrews was just 28 years old 
when he passed away in July. According to his friends, he spent much of his time at the 
skate plaza, and was a beloved member of that community. The Village Board asked the 
Parks Commission to consider the request. Parks Commissioner Willcox spoke with 
Andrea Paul, who is spearheading the project, several times before bringing the topic up 
at this meeting. The Parks Commission reviewed a few designs, and found one 
acceptable even though it is different—it resembles a skateboard— from the design 
approved for other memorial benches in the park, provided it be situated within the 
skate plaza area. 
 
One question did arise, namely if there were any requirements that those memorialized 
be Nyack residents. The honoree in this instance isn't, but he is a local who used the 
park nearly every day. The skaters are drafting a note that shows his involvement in and 
contribution to our community. The Commission believes there is a precedent for this, 
but recommends the Village establish some criteria for the future so decisions about 
who can be memorialized in the park don't seem arbitrary. 
 
The Parks Commission recommends the project move forward, pending approval of a 
final design and exact location. 



DEC Wash Box for Boaters Using the Launch. There was a follow up discussion for the 
installation of a wash box near the marina launch for boaters to clean up vegetation and 
other natural debris clinging to the boat’s hull and sides. This is designed to limit the 
spread of invasive species. JC is working with the Village to build one for use next 
season. 
 
Marina Flooding: The Village is looking at remedying the flooding that occurs just 
outside the fencing around the marina, mainly at the northern end of the parking area 
near the ramp. It also floods the walkway inside the fenced marina, forcing boaters to 
wade through water and mud when it rains. It appears that the Village will be 
resurfacing areas of the parking to prevent water from pooling and allow for better 
drainage. 
 
Marina Kiosk and Kayak Rack. Bert Hughes had suggested that both be moved toward 
the southwestern edge of the marina fence, where it wouldn’t obstruct the view of the 
inlet and river. The Village has moved kiosk, there will be further discussion about 
moving the kayak storage to the other (northern) side of the boat ramp to improve 
views. 
 
Status of pedestrian bridge: The design is completed, and construction will be 
completed this fall. The bridge is relatively flat to ensure ADA accessibility. 
 
Improved Signage: There was continued discussion of providing better—and 
consistent—signage in Memorial Park and the Marina, as well as elsewhere in the 
Village. There was also a mention of “wayfinding,” which is utilizing signage and 
information systems to guide visitors through various routes and destinations in the 
Village, including the park and marina. 
 
8:05 PM Meeting adjourned 
 


